
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
312 Tazewell Avenue, Tazewell, VA 24651 

(276) 988-4626 | parishoffice@holyfamilyswva.org | facebook: search Holy Family SWVA

ST. THERESA’S
312 Tazewell Ave.  
Tazewell,VA 24651

ST. ELIZABETH’S 
160 Merrick Lane

Pocahontas, VA 24635

ST. MARY’S 
1122 Farmer Street

Richlands, VA 24641

ST. JOSEPH’S 
1007 Independence Rd.

Grundy, VA 24614

JULY 31, 2022 |  18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Today can be called “Vanity 
Sunday” because from the 
words of the preacher in 

the first reading (Eccl. 1:2; 2:21-23) 
through the words of St. Paul in the 
second reading (Col.3: 1-5.9-11) to 
the gospel reading (Luke 12:13-21), 
there is a common denominator: 

“The vanity of earthly possessions 
and the value of eternal (heavenly) 
treasures.” The preacher in the first 
reading captured the issue very viv-
idly when he said that sometimes 
a man who has toiled with wisdom, 
knowledge and skill must leave all to 
someone who did not toil for it. This 
for the preacher is vanity.
In the gospel reading the issue 
becomes more dramatic with our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s answer to a man 
who asked him to tell his brother to 
divide the inheritance they had in 

common. One very interesting thing 
about Jesus Christ is that he answers 
not just your question but also the 
intention or disposition behind the 
question and after asking the man 

“who made me judge and divider over 
you,” he went on to advise the people 
to beware of all coveteousness (greed) 
for a man’s life does not consists in 
the abundance of his possessions. He 
went further to make the point more 
lucid as he would always do using the 
parable of the rich fool.
In the parable, a rich man’s land 
brought forth abundant harvest. This 
is an indication of two things: divine 
blessing and human effort. God was 
gracious to him and he was also hard 
working. This confirms the words of 
the Psalmist who said “you shall eat 
the fruit of your labor” (Psalm 128:2). 
After receiving the blessings of God 
the rich man did not remember that 
there was need to thank God and to 
share the blessings of God to others. 
Instead of asking: “How can I repay 
the Lord for his goodness to me?” 
(Psalm 116:12) he instead asked 

“What shall I do with these crops?” If 
he asked the first question it would 
have led him to thanksgiving and 
charity to others, but following the 
second question he expanded his 
barn to make room to store more 
grains and goods, but then that was 
the end because he had to die that 
night, leaving all to the living who 
did not toil for them.

There is one disease that is terribly 
troubling a lot of people in the world, 
and that disease is selfishness. It is a 
disease that is so evasive that it pro-
duces a lot of other vices as it seeks 
to satisfy oneself to the detriment 
of others. Excessive materialism is a 
product of selfishness as well as greed, 
covetousness and apathy. Today many 
people are not only rich but they are 
working very hard to become richer 
and even to be the richest. Every year 
Forbes gives the world the list of the 
mega-rich people in the world and 
from the list they would also estab-
lish the richest person in the world. 
As these mega-rich people compete 
annually on who would be the rich-
est on Forbes’ list, more than 150 mil-
lion people around the world go to 
bed every day hungry (most of them 
children); yet the net worth of the 
billionaires in the world would be 
enough to stamp out poverty perpet-
ually as it is in the tune of trillions.
The problem in the world is not that 
there is scarcity of food and money 
but the simple fact that many people 
are selfishly hoarding them just like 
the rich fool in the parable. It all 
begins in our bedrooms, kitchens 
and storerooms. How many shoes 
and clothes do you have? If you can’t 
count them then you have more than 
you need. Can you remember how 
many times you have had to throw 
away spoilt food and other edibles? 
That could have been someone’s 
dinner! Most people rename the Fr. Eric Anokye
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hoarding syndrome in them into 
being “collectors”—“I collect shoes, 
wrist watches, gold, diamonds, etc.” 
But what happens to these when 
eventually you are no longer alive. 
In the prayer our Lord taught us he 
encouraged us to ask for today but 
it is unfortunate that many people 
are not asking but striving after the 
sustenance for years to come.
The problem in our world, I still 
maintain, is selfishness—our 
inability to think of and consider 
others and not knowing that seeds 
are at their best when they are 
sown in God and in our neighbors. 
Imagine on the one hand how many 
people that march in and out of 
restaurants, bars, club houses, mar-
kets, malls and big shops on a daily 
basis and spend so much money 
buying what they already have or 
what they really don’t need. On the 
other hand, how many people go 
to the churches and orphanages to 
thank God and to help the needful 
children. The hard but honest fact 
is that there is alarming poverty in 
the world today because many rich 
people are hoarding the blessings 
they have received from God.  
Do we still have people playing 
the role of the rich fool in our day 
and age? The answer can be found 
in the things happening around us. 
The only pastoral instruction that 
remains here is for us to be atten-
tive to the fact that nothing really 

lasts in this world. Everything will 
surely pass away except the eternal 
word of God that will be there to 
judge us (Luke.21:33). Attentive to 
this we should seek first the eter-
nal values, not earthly riches (Matt. 
6:33). This is necessary because 
our attachment to worldly things 
will finally and eternally detach 
us of from God and His Kingdom 
(Mark 8:36).
Do have a blissful Sunday. Be 
thankful to God and share his 
blessings to others and do not 
hoard them!



�

Confession: A great opportunity to get right with God
By Russell Shaw, simplycatholic.org
When Dr. Bernard Nathanson died of cancer in Feb-
ruary 2011, the obituary writers dutifully recorded that 
he’d become a Catholic back in 1996. Some even recalled 
the reason he gave for taking that step.
In the 1960s and 1970s, Nathanson, a New York OB-
GYN, had been a national leader in the campaign to 
legalize abortion. Then he saw the light, turned against 
abortion, and became a pro-life crusader. Joining the 
Catholic Church was another stage in his conversion 
process.
But why become a Catholic? Because, Nathanson ex-
plained, the Catholic Church has the best developed sys-
tem for seeking and receiving God’s forgiveness. And as 
someone who’d performed 5,000 abortions himself and 
shared responsibility for many thousands more, he had 
much need to be forgiven.
Following conscience
It’s a moving story. But most of us aren’t sinners on that 
scale and so, we may reason, perhaps we don’t have as 
much cause as Nathanson to worry about sin and for-
giveness.
Tempting as it may sometimes be to think like that, it 
clashes head-on with the first epistle of St. John: “If we 
say, ‘We have no sin,’ we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we acknowledge our sins, he [God] is 
faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say, ‘We have not sinned,’ 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us” (1 Jn 1:8-
10).
Today powerful forces in the surrounding culture en-
courage people to ignore or downplay their sins and, 
if they’re Catholics, to skip the Sacrament of Penance. 
Confused ideas about conscience often have much to do 
with that. “I do what my conscience tells me,” people say, 

“and that’s good enough.”
People said the same thing in Blessed John Henry New-
man’s time. But the distinguished British convert sharply 
criticized the idea of conscience that implied. Calling it 
a “counterfeit” of genuine conscience, Newman wrote in 
1875:

“When men advocate the rights of conscience, they in no 
sense mean the rights of the creator nor the duty to him  

… They demand what they think is an Englishman’s 
prerogative, for each to be his own master in all things 
and to profess what he pleases, asking no one’s leave and 
accounting priest or preacher, speaker or writer unut-
terably impertinent who dare to say a word against his 
going to perdition … in his own way.”

Risky business, you might think. Especially in view of 
a point made by another British convert-author, Msgr. 
Robert Hugh Benson, concerning serious sins we may 
culpably ignore: “We need … the pardon that descends 
when we are unaware that we must have it or die. … Only 
God, who knows all things, can forgive us effectively.”
Dramatic drop-off
Some years ago a much-discussed book by the social 
critic Christopher Lasch argued that our society is dom-
inated by a “culture of narcissism.” The label seemed to fit. 
Narcissists, though notorious for self-absorption, steer 
clear of self-examination in any meaningful sense. This 
makes narcissism the deadly enemy of contrition and 
confession considered as elements of a virtuous life.
Whether you accept or reject Lasch’s social analysis, the 
numbers leave no doubt that a serious problem does exist 
these days where penance is concerned. To such an ex-
tent, in fact, that it’s often said to be a sacrament in crisis.
There is a crisis here all right, but it isn’t really with the 
sacrament — it’s with the people who need it but ignore 
it.
In one recent survey, fully 75 percent of those identify-
ing themselves as Catholics said they received penance 

— went to confession — less than once a year. Many said 
they never did. (Not surprisingly, 75 percent is about the 
same percentage as the figure for Catholics who don’t 
attend weekly Mass.)
The problem isn’t new. Sacramental confession has been 
in steep decline for years.
In the 1950s and 1960s, about 80 percent of America’s 
Catholics went to confession at least once a year. A study 
in the early 1960s found that 70 percent had been to 



confession in the previous month. But by 1986, con-
fession in the previous month had fallen to 23 percent. 
Among Catholics aged 18-30, it was 14 percent.
Down and down. By 2005, fewer than half the Catholics 
reported confessing their sins as often as once a year.
Rationalizing sin
What accounts for the dramatic falling-off? One highly 
credible theory holds that it’s related to the rise of con-
traception among Catholics. I sometimes call this the 

“elephant in the living room” explanation — everybody 
knows it’s there, but few care to acknowledge the fact.
About 80 percent of American Catholics now say they 
approve of contraception, despite the Church’s teaching 
that it’s wrong. Believing — or saying they believe — 
that contraception is all right, these people resist con-
fessing it. But knowing the Church says differently, they 
don’t want to go to confession and not confess it. For 
many, it appears, the non-solution to their dilemma is to 
stay away from the sacrament entirely.
Often, though, a sense of guilt remains. And then? Then 
things get peculiar. Rationalization and denial set in. 
There may be other false moves. A few years ago, some-
body launched an internet confession site (I don’t know 
if it’s still there). Web surfers could “confess” their sins 
by typing them in, then make them disappear — lost in 
cyberspace, I guess — by clicking the mouse.
Perhaps that made a few people feel better, but I doubt 
it helped many. Like rationalizing sin, clicking sins away 
is a lazy and ineffectual way of evading truth. Whereas 
honestly confessing sins to a priest in the Sacrament of 
Penance requires facing up to their reality, feeling honest 
sorrow, and resolving not to commit them again.
Even so, people often insist that confessing sins isn’t nec-
essary. God can forgive sins without that, and if you’re 
sorry in your heart, that’s enough.
Glorious opportunity
It’s true that God can and does forgive sins apart from 
the Sacrament of Penance. But the case for the sacra-
ment rests upon the simple fact that Christ instituted 
it as the normal, natural means for his followers to use 
in seeking forgiveness for sin. And if that’s what Jesus 

intended, no Catholic with even a superficial education 
in the faith is entitled to turn his or her back on penance.
Quite possibly, though, the best way of selling people 
who have abandoned the sacrament on the idea of con-
fessing sins and being forgiven is to present this as an 
opportunity more than just an obligation. Indeed, a great 
and glorious opportunity it most surely is.
Consider first of all what any sacrament fundamentally 
is — in the words of the Baltimore Catechism, an “out-
ward sign instituted by Christ to give grace.” Yes, God 
could, and sometimes does, deal with human beings in 
other ways, meeting them on a purely spiritual level. In 
the sacraments, however, God generously chooses to deal 
with us just as we are — human persons composed of 
body and soul who live in community with others in a 
concrete, tangible world. A kind of divine realism can be 
seen at work in the sacramental system.
As far as penance is concerned, all that is true — and 
something more besides. Along with the Eucharist, this 
is one of the sacraments in which the priest acts in per-
sona Christi — in the person of Christ. What the priest 
does is secondary; the primary action is the action of 
Christ, which the priest performs on his behalf as his 
proxy. It is Christ above all who is present and acting in 
penance, Christ who tells repentant sinners, “I absolve 
you.”
Obviously, though, Jesus isn’t physically present, saying “I 
absolve you” in his own voice. Instead, we have the sacra-
ment — Jesus present and acting through the priest. It’s 
no great stretch to call this another kind of “real presence” 
of Christ, different from his presence in the Eucharist 
yet also astonishingly real.
Considered this way, the opportunity to confess sins to 
a priest in penance and have them forgiven by Christ is 
an extraordinary privilege. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church says this sacrament of reconciliation with God 
“brings about a true ‘spiritual resurrection’” (No. 1468).
If more Catholics understood that, we might again start 
seeing penitents lined up outside confessionals waiting 
to take advantage of this extraordinary opportunity to 
receive God’s merciful pardon.
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Donations Received as of July 24 (Week 4)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 9 $145

St. Elizabeth’s 19 $575
St. Mary’s 13 $980
St. Theresa’s 46 $1,699

Total 87 $3,399

Outside Donations $11.826
Year to Date Received $10,769
Goal $8,077
Ahead/Behind Goal +$1,057

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
St. Michael, Glen Allen, VA: $990 + $1,500 (St. Eliza-
beth anniversary celebration) 
St. Mary’s, Richmond, VA: $5,000 (Flood relief ) 
Private donor, Williamsburg, VA: $2,000 (Flood relief )

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $50

HOLY FAMILY FLOOD RELIEF
St. Joseph’s: $234 | St. Elizabeth’s: $560  
St. Mary’s: $290 | St. Theresa’s: $1,265

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

7/30 SATURDAY
4pm Flood victims

6pm Flood victims

7/31 SUNDAY

9am Kroll family

11:30am Kyle Williams 



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 1: Lydia St. Peter | 4: Travis Crouse,  George Keczan | 6: Rod Shrewsbury

ANNIVERSARIES
AUGUST 6: Jerry & Donna Lambert, Brian & Lisa French

St. Theresa’s is hosting the fall picnic and Mass on October 23 at the Crab Orchard Museum in Tazewell. | 
More details to come!

Please join us next Friday, August 5 at 10am at St. Theresa’s for First Friday Eucharistic Adoration followed by 
Mass!



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years
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Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
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Owner: Frannie Minton
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