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In the one Godhead there 
are three distinct persons: 
the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit. If creation was 
essentially and prominently 
the prerogative of the Father 
we can say: “The office of the 
Father: Creation Affairs;” of 
the Son we can equally say: 

“The Office of the Son: Salva-
tion Affairs” and today we have 
rightly indicated “The Office of 
the Holy Spirit: Sanctification 
Affairs.”
The word Pentecost means fif-
tieth. Among the Jews it desig-
nates the fiftieth day after Pass-
over. In Mosaic times it was 
related to the Feast of Weeks 
(Deut.16:9-10). Here it was 
celebrated as a religious holiday 
that takes place at the begin-
ning of the wheat harvest. It 
was a thanksgiving to the Lord 
God for His providence. At the 
same time it commemorates 
the giving of the Law to Moses 
at Mount Sinai.
From this brief description we 
understand that the feast of 
Pentecost was an annual fes-
tival among the Jews like we 
have various festivals around us. 
In the apostolic understanding 
it refers to the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the apostles and 
the others who were present at 
the upper room on that very 
day the Holy Spirit came down 
as a fulfilment of the promise of 
Jesus Christ.
Before the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on that first day 

of the week ten days after the 
Ascension, the Holy Spirit has 
been in operation, though not 
manifestly acknowledged as we 
do now. In the book of Genesis 
(1:2) we are told that at the first 
moment of creation “The Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of 
the waters.” This by implication 
was the first Pentecost which 
we can actually call “Cosmic 
Pentecost.” To describe it fur-
ther, it means that at the incep-
tion of creation the life-giving 
Spirit filled the universe bring-
ing about order and the unfold-
ing of God’s design. That is why 
we normally would recall Psalm 
104:30 in our prayers when we 
say: “When you send forth 
your Spirit and they are created 
and you renew the face of the 
earth.” Furthermore in Gen-
esis (2:7) we see another Pen-
tecost, this time an “Anthropo-
logical Pentecost” when God 
breathed on the man He had 
fashioned from the ground and 
he became a living being. That 
breath was actually a commu-
nication of God’s Spirit into 
the being He created in His 
own image and likeness. Note 
that among the other creatures 
it was only the man that God 
breathed upon. That breath was 
not just the normal breathing 
process we share with animals; 
it was God’s Spirit.

Going further in most of the 
books of the Old Testament we 
discover the power and activity 
of God’s Spirit. It was through 

the Spirit of God that the 
Patriarchs were able to prepare 
the ground of salvation his-
tory: Abraham, Moses, Aaron, 
Joshua as well as the Judges, 
Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, 
Jehoshaphat, Samson, Oth-
niel, Ehud, Samuel, etc and 
the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Hosea, Amos, etc. For 
instance, Ezekiel could recount 
how the Spirit of God took 
hold of him and brought him 
to a valley of bones (Ezk.37:1-
2). At the inception of the New 
Testament we also come across 
the activity of the Holy Spirit 
during the Annunciation and 
conception of Mary the mother 
of Jesus Christ. The angel said 
to Mary in Luke (1:35), “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you.”

Prefiguring the event of today 
in the Gospel of Matthew 
(3:11), John the Baptist did say 
that Jesus Christ would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire. This was confirmed by our 
Lord himself with the prom-
ise of the Holy Spirit when 
in John (14:26) He told the 
apostles that the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send 
will teach them everything. 
Finally in Acts (1:3-8) Jesus 
Christ enjoined the apostles to 
remain in Jerusalem until they 
receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit which will make them 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea 
and in the whole world.

Office of the Holy Spirit: Sanctification Affairs

pastor’s notes
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Before going into the experience on 
the day of Pentecost it will be worth-
while for us to understand who the 
Holy Spirit is. The Holy Spirit is 
neither an angel nor a bird. The Holy 
Spirit is the third person of the Holy 
Trinity. Hence the Holy Spirit is 
God, having the same substance with 
the Father and the Son. The Holy 
Spirit has been there with the Father 
and the Son from eternity before 
the creation (Genesis 1:2). The Holy 
Spirit works closely with the Father 
and the Son, so wherever the Father 
is the Holy Spirit and the Son are 
there. Hence in all the divine activi-
ties we see in the Bible from the Old 
Testament to the New Testament the 
Holy Spirit had been at work with 
the Father and the Son. The person-
ality of the Holy Spirit came to be 
known through the teaching of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He had not been 
known and identified as a person. 
That was why our Lord Jesus Christ 
would say in John (14:16-17) that 
the world cannot accept him because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. 
The Holy Spirit can be identified 
from the functions he performs. He 
is known as the Helper, the Coun-
sellor, the Advocate, the Mentor, the 
Director, the Teacher, the Guide and 
the Leader.
In Acts (1:4) our Lord Jesus Christ 
told the apostles to stay in Jerusalem 
until they are clothed with the power 
from on high, namely the Holy Spirit. 
On that first day of the week, which 
eventually was the feast of Pentecost, 
the apostles and some other disciples 
were gathered together in one accord 
(remember that Jesus prayed that 
they be one— Jn.17:11) in the upper 
room praying (they were not playing 
or sleeping). As they were praying 
suddenly a loud sound like that of a 
powerful wind filled the house and 
suddenly something like tongues of 
fire came down upon them and they 

received the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterances.
We have to note that at the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit on that day 
of Pentecost the recipients were not 
just babbling aimlessly. They actu-
ally spoke distinct languages that 
people heard and understood. Every 
man heard them speak in his own 
language (Acts 2:6). This event calls 
to mind what happened in Genesis 
(11:1-9) where some people found a 
plain in Shinar and desired to build a 
tower that would reach to the heav-
ens and God came down and con-
fused their language. On Pentecost 
those gathered in the upper room 
spoke in different languages and they 
could understand each other but on 
the plain of Shinar those who gath-
ered in their name (not in God’s 
name as they wanted to make a name 
for themselves) spoke one language 
but there was no understanding.

The Pentecost experience has not 
ended. By Pentecost we mean the 
ever recurrent renewal we need in 
our lives. By Pentecost we mean that 
inner transformation and change 
that will enable us become what God 
wants us to be. By Pentecost we mean 
active spiritual encounter that unites 
us in one accord like those who gath-
ered in the upper room. By Pente-
cost we understand the outpouring 
of the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, and piety, fear of God 
(not of man), fortitude and counsel. 
We actually need Pentecost in every 
aspect of our lives. We need Pente-
cost in our lives, in our families, in 
our communities, in our nation and 
in the world as a whole. We need to 
climb up to the upper room of our 
hearts from there get connected to 
the wave length of God’s Spirit.

(Continued on back page)



Become the Light of the World
Christina M. Sorrentino, Word on Fire

Imagine you come home one evening af-
ter the darkness had already enveloped 
the sky, and as you enter the house, you 

reach for the lamp beside the front door, 
but when you flip on the switch, nothing 
happens. With a quick motion, you reach 
for the nearest drawer and grab hold of a 
lightbulb to replace the one in the lamp, 
but after changing it, there is still no light. 
With a deep sigh and a breath of frustration, 
you happen to glance downward and notice 
that the chord to the lamp is not plugged 
into the electric socket. 

There is no means by which a lamp can 
light up a dark room without the flow of 
electricity running through it. And it is not 
possible for us to become a beacon of light 
for others without receiving the light of 
Christ first and experiencing his love flow-
ing through our heart, mind, and soul. We 
cannot share what we do not have ourselves.

When we read and reflect upon sacred 
Scripture, we discover the metaphor ap-
plied to all believers from John 8:12, “Jesus 
spoke to them again, saying, ‘I am the Light 
of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.’” Jesus is affirming, emphasizing how 
we cannot have the light of life until we 
accept his light, which can only become 
possible by growing and deepening our re-
lationship with him. We unite ourselves to 
Christ, and this is when his holy light burns 
brightly within us and radiates out towards 
others, dispelling the darkness.

It is on our spiritual journey that we often 
find ourselves trying to navigate through 
our lives on our own without seeking and 
turning to God to guide us. We become 
frustrated and flail about not knowing 
which direction to turn because we are 

relying on our capabilities alone. When 
challenges and hardship come our way and 
we are lost in the wilderness, we will some-
times look for him, but mostly, we simply 
attempt to independently make our way in 
the world.
I recall a time when I was in the convent 
sitting at one of the corporation meetings 
when a larger discussion began in regards 
to the future of the community. Hands shot 
up and ideas were tossed about leading to a 
conversation about whether the communi-
ty should merge with another community, 
split up among other communities, invite 
other religious sisters to rent a part of the 
property, or build a smaller monastery for 
the remaining sisters to live out the rest of 
their days. It was a lively discussion; a lot of 
going back and forth but a component was 
certainly missing in all of it.
I was a postulant and only an observer in 
the room, but I noticed that not one of 
the religious sisters brought up God in the 
midst of their conversation. In all of the di-
alogue, no one mentioned that the commu-
nity should bring this dilemma to God in 
prayer. Perhaps it would have been easier to 
discern their options if they permitted the 
Lord to be at the center of their dialogue 
with one another.
It was like trying to light a candle without 
a match. How frequently we try to be the 
light on our own instead of allowing our-
selves to become the light through Christ. 
We have to allow our hearts, minds, and 
souls to be transformed and become alive 
in him. 
How can we go about our lives and learn 
to rely on Christ and become as dependent 
as little children? We need to be able to 
place our trust and confidence in him just 

�



as the Blessed Virgin Mary did at the 
Annunciation. She allowed herself to be-
come an instrument to bring the light of 
Christ into the world. Everything about 
Our Lady, in complete humbleness and 
humility, pointed to the Savior. She 
never tried to make herself be the light, 
but rather in complete obedience to the 
Father in heaven, she became the light 
bearer. 
The Word Made Flesh will guide us on 
our spiritual journey through life and 
show us the way, if we allow him. When 
we become a recipient of the light, we 
give glory to God just as Mary pro-
claimed in her Magnificat, “My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my savior” (Luke 
1:46-47). 
We are called to connect to the light 
by being in intimate union with God, 
because without a deep and profound 
relationship with the Lord, we cannot 
possess the light and allow ourselves to 
shine forth as the “light of the world.” 
We must share our life with him and ac-
cept his invitation to allow his light to 
become brighter and brighter within us. 

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, and a 
light for my path” (Ps 119:105). Let us 
not rely on ourselves because we cannot 
do it on our own.
“Let your light shine before men in such a 
way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven”
Matt. 5:16
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Donations Received as of May 29 (Week 48)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 8 $130

St. Elizabeth’s 21 $610
St. Mary’s 10 $460
St. Theresa’s 36 $913

Total 75 $2,113

Outside Donations $50
Year to Date Received $123,602
Goal $110,768
Ahead/Behind Goal +$12,834

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
Mineral, VA donor: $50

MISC. DONATIONS
Ascension: $25 
Home Missions: $25 
Ukraine: $200

BUILDING FUND
St. Theresa’s: $4,000

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

6/4 SATURDAY
4pm

6pm

6/5 SUNDAY

9am

11:30am May Anne Rynne U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE 7: Rayburn Minton | 8: Elizabeth Crouse | 10: Hao Pham, Doug Vance

ANNIVERSARIES
JUNE 5: Larry & Linda Whited | 9: George & Debbie Keczan

When Was The Church Born?
By Msgr. Charles E. Pope, simplycatholic.com

The Catechism No. 766 says: “ ‘The origin and growth of the Church are symbolized by the blood and water which 
flowed from the open side of the crucified Jesus.’ ‘For it was from the side of Christ as he slept the sleep of death 
upon the cross that there came forth the “wondrous sacrament of the whole Church.”’ As Eve was formed from the 
sleeping Adam’s side, so the Church was born from the pierced heart of Christ hanging dead on the cross.”

Some have called Pentecost the “birthday of the Church,” but that is more of a pious custom and is not an official 
teaching or declaration. The image is used since, in a way, the Church comes forth from her initial formation in the 
“womb” of Galilee during Christ’s public ministry. She comes forth now to begin her mission to the ends of the 
earth.

The problem with this image is that the Church that comes forth is no infant. She has been formed and is now 
clothed with power from on high to begin a mission, having been schooled, prepared and enabled. The image of 
birth falls short here, since birth bespeaks a helpless infant in need of complete formation. But the Church at Pen-
tecost was far more mature.

One might argue that in the image of Eve coming forth from Adam’s side she came forth as an adult, not an infant, 
and thus “birthday” here can be understood in that manner. And this may be fair enough, but it is not the usual 
manner in which we speak of birthdays. At some point an image with too many qualifiers suggests a possible flaw 
in the image itself.

What Pentecost surely is, is the commissioning of the Church to go forth unto all the nations. She has been formed, 
purified, taught, equipped and enabled to go forth with joy and confidence. On the day of Pentecost, a fire fell on 
the Church. Those who had been frightened, confused disciples went forth with confidence and holy boldness, their 
minds made clear.

Please note: NO daily Mass on Tuesday, June 7!
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(Pastor’s Notebook, continued)

The Holy Spirit is the propeller of our Christian life 
and without Him we cannot give God true and right 
worship ( John 4:24). Furthermore, He helps us in 
our weakness (Romans 8:26). With the Holy Spirit 
we are free from senseless fear of anything at all. We 
notice the difference between the apostles who were 
afraid of the Jews and the apostles of whom the Jews 
were afraid as they went fearless to preach in the 
open places after receiving the Holy Spirit in full and 
confirmed manifestation. It was through the power-
ful touch of the Holy Spirit that Peter could heal 
a cripple, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
Paul could undertake long and dangerous journeys 
without any flicker of fear. On this St. Paul would 
say in Romans 8:15 “You did not receive the Spirit 
of slaves to make you fear but the Spirit of Sonship.” 
Hence through the Holy Spirit you are sanctified and 

confirmed. May the Holy Spirit of God continue to 
bless and increase us with His effervescent presence.
As we celebrate Pentecost there is need for us to be 
cautious about the Spirit that we believe that is oper-
ative in our lives. John told us to test spirits because 
not all have come from God (1John 4:1).There are 
indeed many spirits but one Holy Spirit. There are 
many people who are moved by various spirits. It 
could be the spirit of anger, liquor, flesh, envy, gossip 
etc. But few are obviously moved and guided by the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not an agent of con-
fusion or disconnection, rather He breeds and brings 
peace, love, joy, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
self-control, gentleness and patience.   
Happy Pentecost Sunday and remain blessed.


