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Once upon a time, there was 
an island where all the feel-
ings lived: Happiness, Sad-

ness, Knowledge, and all of the others, 
including Love. One day it was 
announced to the feelings that the 
island would sink, so all constructed 
boats and left; except for Love. Love 
was the only one who stayed. Love 
wanted to hold on and endure until 
the last possible moment.

When the island had almost sunk, 
Love decided to ask for help. Rich-
ness was passing by Love in a grand 
boat. Love said, “Richness, can 
you take me with you?” Richness 
answered, “No, I can’t. There is lots of 
gold and silver in my boat. There is no 
place here for you.” Love decided to 
ask Vanity who was also passing by in 
a beautiful vessel. “Vanity, please help 
me!” “I can’t help you, Love. You are 
all wet and might damage my boat,” 
Vanity answered. Sadness was close 
by so Love asked, “Sadness, let me go 
with you.” “Oh . . . Love, I am so sad 
that I need to be by myself !” Hap-
piness passed by Love too, but she 
was so happy that she did not even 
hear when Love called her.  Suddenly, 
there was a voice, “Come, Love, I will 
take you.” It was an elder. So blessed 
and overjoyed, Love even forgot to 
ask the elder her name. When they 
arrived at dry land, the elder went 
her own way. Realizing how much 
was owed the elder, Love asked 
Knowledge, another elder, “Who 
helped me?” “It was Time,” Knowl-
edge answered. “Time?” asked Love. 

“But why did Time help me?” Knowl-
edge smiled with deep wisdom and 
answered, “Because only Time is 

capable of understanding how valu-
able Love is.”
Love has been observed to be the 
most popular and often used word 
in the world; and at the same time it 
is the most misunderstood and most 
misapplied phenomenon in the sense 
that most people confuse it with 
mere feelings or thoughts that could 
pass away at any time.

“I love you” is one phrase that is often 
used in many contexts. Many people 
just say it, some people believe in it, 
few people mean it, while a handful 
are ready to put it into action! As our 
story indicated, love if it is genuine 
is long-suffering and proved by time. 
It is not what one says but what one 
does that actually denotes love; love 
is a verb, not just a noun! There are 
indeed litanies of professions of love 
in the world but little activations! 
Time and trials are platforms that 
form the measure of love.
Today we are presented with an 
interesting episode from the Gospel 
of John (21:1-19). One can actually 
draw out a lot of themes from the 
gospel ranging from love, penance 
and reconciliation, Holy Eucharist to 
faith and waiting on God. Ultimately 
we shall still touch on these but using 
the theme of love as our guide since 
as St. Paul says, Love conquers all 
things (1 Cor. 13:7).
The gospel today began with the 
appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to some of his followers for the third 
time by the Sea of Tiberias one early 
morning. Earlier on, Simon Peter, 
Thomas the twin, Nathaniel, and 
James and John the sons of Zebedee 

went to catch fish at the best time 
to fish—at night. But they caught 
nothing. Now the Sea of Tiberias 
is one and the same location as the 
Sea of Galilee where our Lord called 
his first disciples which included 
Andrew, Simon Peter and James 
and John (Matt. 4:18-22; Mk.1:16-
20; Luke 5:1-11). From the account 
of Luke (5:1-11) we learn that they 
toiled all night and caught nothing 
and when, after using the boat of 
Peter to preach, he asked them to cast 
their net and they caught as much as 
they did today. In all the accounts 
above they were given a new vocation 
to become fishers of men, no longer 
fishers of fish.
It is understandable from the forego-
ing that these apostles went back to 
the old trade. They were supposed to 
be catching souls for the risen Lord, 
or wait on him (Psalm37:7), but they 
went to catch fish and that was why 
they caught nothing. Their mission 
did not have God’s permission; they 
were on their own. They discon-
nected from a divine direction. This 
also happens in our lives. We become 
unproductive, scratching without 
success when we launch into what 
God had not asked us to do or what 
he had asked us to stop. Many people 
are not progressing because they are 
lounging in the wrong places and in 
the wrong trade.
Peter and the rest of the apostles were 
obviously disappointed and dejected 
when they labored throughout the 
night and came out with nothing. In 
the morning our Lord Jesus Christ 
emerged at the shore of the river 
waiting for them to berth. God is not 
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unconcerned about your fruitless 
labors. Be sure that he would meet 
you at that point where it may seem 
that nothing can be done about the 
situation. Jesus Christ thus appeared 
and asked, “Children have you any 
fish?” Of course, he knew they had 
nothing. That was why the question 
was not “how many did you catch?” 
This is also one of the rare occasions 
Jesus called them children. He used 
the word to communicate to them 
how senseless their act was. Often 
we say that someone is acting like 
a child to denote immaturity. God 
knows when you have nothing and 
He also knows what you need and 
when.
In the night the apostles struggled 
and caught nothing. In the morning 
with Jesus they were asked to cast 
their net at the right side. This is 
very instructive. Without Christ we 
will be making the mistake of going 
the wrong way, the wrong side. But 
with Jesus Christ we are shown 
the right side; even the right place. 
When they obeyed and cast their 
net, they caught so much fish (about 
153), but in spite of the quantity the 
net was not torn. Obedience leads to 
blessings and God’s blessings do not 
come in small quantities—they are 
always abundant and intact.
By the time they got to land they 
saw a charcoal fire with fish already 
roasting on it and with bread by the 
side. Jesus Christ already prepared 
a breakfast for them. The word of 
God says that He (God) will supply 
all our needs according to the riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19). 
God really cares about us and that 
is why the psalmist would say that 
young lions suffer and go hungry 
but those who trust in God lack 
nothing (Psalm 34:10). Thereafter 
they ate the palatable combination 
of bread and fish from the hand of 
Jesus Christ.

After the meal a very important 
interlocution began between our 
Lord Jesus Christ and Simon Peter. 
This dialogue has its foundation 
on love. By the side of the char-
coal fire Jesus asked Simon Peter 
three consecutive times if he loved 
him. Here we encounter a charcoal 
fire which reminds us of the char-
coal fire during the arrest of Jesus 
Christ when Peter denied him 
(Matt.26:33). Hence, by the char-
coal fire at Gabbatha, Simon Peter 
denied our Lord three times and by 
the charcoal fire by the Sea of Tibe-
rias, Simon Peter affirmed his love 
for Jesus Christ three times.
The evident point here is that Peter 
had professed his undying love for 
Jesus Christ when he said “even if 
the others should fall away I will 
stand by you” (Mark 14:29). He evi-
dently did not abide by this promise 
and went ahead to deny the Lord 
at the most needful time. Jesus asks 
him three times if he loves him and 
three times he says he does and by 
so doing, undoes the three historic 
times he denied the Lord. At two 
moments our Lord told him to feed 
his lambs and once he was told to 
tend the sheep. He had already been 
given the eternal headship and key 
at Caesarea Philippi (Matt. 16:18-
19). Simon Peter was fast to profess 
his love for our Lord Jesus Christ 
but failed woefully to carry out the 
mandate of that love at the needful 
time when trials came.
Love is divine because it is in the 
nature of God. St. John would thus 
tell us that God is love (1John 4:8). 
Love should be activated not just 
professed. Love is not some kind of 
feeling or emotion. Love is respon-
sive to God’s word and it does not 
glory in evil things. Our love for 
God shows itself in our love for our 
neighbors (1 John 40:20). 



A Matter of Worldview
By Fr. John Riccardo, ACTS XXIX

“If Christ has not been raised… we are of all people most 
to be pitied” (1 Cor 15:14, 19). So writes Paul to the 
Christians in Corinth in the early 50s, less than a genera-
tion after Jesus was executed by Pontius Pilate.  
But if we claim he has been raised, are we of all people the 
most unintelligent, gullible, naive, or downright stupid? 
How can men and women in the 21st century, with all 
of our vast knowledge and education, believe something 
like this, let alone preach it and share it with friends? I’ve 
celebrated hundreds of funerals, buried my own mother, 
father, brother, and many of my friends, and if I know one 
thing it’s this simple truth: death is final.
Or is it?
N.T. Wright’s The Resurrection of the Son of God is argu-
ably the most persuasive book on the historical credibility 
of the empty tomb and the bodily appearance of Jesus. For 
those who might not have the time to read an 800 page 
book, however, Wright also has a much shorter chapter 
entitled “Easter and History” in Surprised by Hope: Re-
thinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 
Church. This chapter is literary gold, and it offers a con-
cise summary of his other book (though for the Catholic 
reader certain other chapters will be troublesome).
In “Easter and History,” Wright offers the following sum-
mary of the most common objections made against the 
historical credibility of Jesus’ resurrection:

“1. Jesus didn’t really die; someone gave him a drug which 
made him look like he was dead, and he revived in the 
tomb. Answer: Roman soldiers knew how to kill people, 
and no disciple would have been fooled by a half-drugged, 
beat-up Jesus into thinking he’d defeated death and inau-
gurated the kingdom.

“2. When the women went to the tomb they met someone 
else (perhaps James, Jesus’ brother, who looked like him), 
and in the half-light they thought it was Jesus himself. 
Answer: they would have noticed soon enough.
“3. Jesus only appeared to people who believed in him. An-
swer: the accounts make it clear that Thomas and Paul do 
not come into this category; and actually none of Jesus’ 
followers believed, after his death, that he really was the 

Messiah, let alone that he was in any sense divine.
“4. The accounts we have are biased. Answer: so is all his-
tory, all journalism. Every photo is taken by somebody 
from some angle.

“5. They began by saying ‘he will be raised’, as people had 
done of the martyrs, and this quickly passed into saying 
‘he has been raised’ which was functionally equivalent. 
Answer: no, it wasn’t.
“6. Lots of people have visions of someone they love who 
has just died; this was what happened to the disciples. 
Answer: they knew perfectly well about things like that, 
and they had language for it; they would say ‘it’s his angel’ 
or ‘it’s his spirit’ or ‘his ghost’. They wouldn’t say ‘he’s been 
raised from the dead’.

“7. Perhaps the most popular: what actually happened 
was that they had some kind of rich ‘spiritual’ experience, 
which they interpreted through Jewish categories. Jesus 
after all really was alive, spiritually, and they were still in 
touch with him. Answer: that is simply a description of 
a noble death followed by a Platonic immortality. Resur-
rection was and is the defeat of death, not simply a nicer 
description of it; and it’s something that happens some 
while after the moment of death, not immediately.”

Wright goes on to say:
“Equally, we may just notice three of the numerous small-
scale arguments which are often, and quite rightly, ad-
vanced to support the belief that Jesus did indeed rise 
from the dead:

“1. Jewish tombs, especially those of martyrs, were vener-
ated and often became shrines. There is no sign whatever 
of that having happened with Jesus’ grave.

“2. The early church’s emphasis on the first day of the week 
as their special day is very hard to explain unless some-
thing striking really did happen then. A gradual or even 
sudden dawning of faith is hardly sufficient to explain it.

“3. The disciples were hardly likely to go out and suffer and 
die for a belief that wasn’t firmly anchored in fact. This is 
an important point, though subject to the weakness that 
they might have been genuinely mistaken: they believed 
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the resurrection of Jesus to be a fact, and acted on that 
belief, but we know (so it would be said) that they were 
wrong.”

We, in ACTS XXIX, stress over and over again that the 
first essential principle (of which there are three) for 
transformation in the Church is to reacquire a biblical 
worldview. Now, a quick note of importance. Everyone 
has a worldview, a way of seeing reality, a pair of “lenses,” 
if you will, through which we look at the world. Every-
one. The question, or at least a question, is where did that 
worldview come from?
The biblical worldview includes, to be sure, the compel-
ling and attractive proclamation of the gospel, or what is 
commonly called the kerygma (Greek for proclamation). 
This proclamation, we argue, is the most urgent evaneglis-
tic task in the Church today. However, reacquiring a bib-
lical worldview is much, much more than this. It means 
not simply that we see some things differently but that we 
see everything differently. This is especially true for the 
[season] we’re celebrating: Easter.  
In short, we could put it this way: do we see the world and 
history as something closed, with God either non-exis-
tent or so irrelevant that He might as well be? Or, do 
we see the world as having been lovingly called into ex-
istence by God, a place where He acts and which He is 
leading somewhere? 
Wright again: 

“The empty tomb and the meetings with Jesus are as well 
established … as any historical data could expect to be. 
They are, in combination, the only possible explanation 
for the stories and beliefs that grew up so quickly among 
Jesus’ followers. How, in turn, do we explain them?

“In any other historical enquiry, the answer would be so 
obvious that it would hardly need saying. Here, of course, 
this obvious answer (‘well, it actually happened’) is so 
shocking, so earth-shattering, that we rightly pause be-
fore leaping into the unknown … [Of course] it is always 
possible for anyone to follow the argument so far and to 
say, simply, ‘I don’t have a good explanation for what hap-
pened to cause the empty tomb and the appearances, but 

I choose to maintain my belief that dead people don’t rise 
and therefore conclude that something else must have 
happened, even though we can’t tell what it was.’ That is 
fine; I respect that position; but I simply note that it is 
indeed then a matter of choice, not a matter of saying that 
something called ‘scientific historiography’ itself forces us 
to take that route.”
This is brilliant stuff. And it makes it clear that what’s at 
the heart of the problem of the resurrection with so many 
of our contemporaries is worldview. 
Without knowing it, perhaps, many of us, and our con-
temporaries, have a worldview that has been deeply 
shaped not by Scripture but by the Enlightenment (or 
what many have more accurately called “the Endarken-
ment”). And the fruit of this worldview, for all its blus-
terous claims, has been massive destruction and despair.
The past two plus years have greatly exacerbated the men-
tal health crisis and despair that has been raging in our 
country for some time now. We are a nation—a world 

—desperately in need of hope. Not optimism, not wish-
ful thinking, but hope! And it is found in the shocking, 
explosive and extraordinary news that is the gospel. This 
is what we are called to proclaim and attractively bear 
witness to.
And the heart of the gospel is this: you matter. I matter. 
You are worth the trouble. I am worth the trouble. To…
God! To the Creator of a universe that is 90+ billion light 
years across, infinitely happy, lacking nothing, and not 
bored out of His mind because March Madness is over 
and we’re in the doldrums that is baseball’s regular season.
These, hard as they are to believe, are the lenses through 
which God is inviting us to see both Him and ourselves.
Ours is not “a tale, told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing.” Ours is a love story, a dramatic 
rescue mission, revealed by a good Father, signifying that 
creation is—you are, I am —heading somewhere: to un-
speakable, unimaginable, and abundant life for ever and 
ever.
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You; for by Your 
holy cross, You have redeemed the world!
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Donations Received as of April 24 (Week 43)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 10 $245

St. Elizabeth’s 27 $626
St. Mary’s 16 $80
St. Theresa’s 50 $842

Total 103 $1,793

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $111,787
Goal $99,230
Ahead/Behind Goal +$12,557

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

UKRAINE DONATIONS 
St. Joseph: $110 
St. Elizabeth: $468 
St. Mary: $790 
St. Theresa: $698

OTHER HOLY WEEK/EASTER DONATIONS: 
St. Elizabeth’s: $20 
St. Theresa’s: $55

Please remember to turn in your Rice Bowls by the end 
of the month!

Date Intention

4/30 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

5/1 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am St. Theresa parishioners

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
MAY 3: Tom Mcdonough 

ANNIVERSARIES
MAY 3: Jim & Maria Ciaccio

PLEASE  SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Appeal helps to empower the next generation, provide for those in need, and 
strengthen Catholic communities in many important ways.
The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with 
this year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive back from the 
diocese.

We have collected $7990—104% of our $7710 goal! Thank you for your generosity, and if you have yet to 
submit your pledge, please do so!

FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY & ADORATION 
May 6 at 10am at St. Theresa’s, followed by Mass.

Get ready!
St. Joseph’s will host our first parish-wide event 
since before the pandemic on Sunday, May 15! 
Our Holy Family Parish Picnic will be held at 
the Southern Gap Visitor Center, located at the 
trailhead to Spearhead Trails Coal Canyon Trail 
at 1124 Chipping Sparrow Road, Grundy.  Mass 
begins at 11am followed by lunch served in the 
banquet room.  Please call ahead for information 
about reserving 4-wheelers.

Please RSVP to the parish office or sign up by 
May 2!
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It is fittingly the summary of the law and prophets 
(Matt. 22:37-39). Love if it is genuine forgives even 
when it hurts deeply. This was what our Lord Jesus 
Christ demonstrated towards Simon Peter. He for-
gave him by coming to him and others at a desperate 
moment, he forgave him by orchestrating a big catch 
of fish, and he forgave him by providing breakfast by 
the same charcoal fire where Peter denied him. Our 
Lord granted forgiveness to Peter before asking him 
if he loved him and not the other way around.
We have so much to learn today from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He granted us forgiveness on the Cross and 
showed us the example of forgiveness (Luke 23:34). 
We are called upon to forgive one another and also to 
ask for God’s forgiveness and reconciliation through 

the Sacrament of Penance. But it will be difficult for 
us to forgive unless we have love ruling in our lives. 
Based on this Simon Peter confessed that love covers 
a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8). Being forgiven 
and forgiving others (Luke 6:36), we have a stron-
ger ground to approach the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. Today the Church has become for us the 
charcoal fire where we get the fullness of God’s love 
through the sacraments. May the warmth of God’s 
love through this charcoal fire keep us warm as we 
pass through the cold path of life and are able to 
enjoy fully the bliss of the resurrection.

Happy Sunday and have a wonderful month of the 
Rosary (May).

(Pastor’s Notes, continued)


