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Today marks the beginning 
of Holy Week or the great 
doorway to Holy Week, 

as Pope Emeritus Benedict xvi 
described it. This day is known also 
as Palm Sunday or Passion Sunday. 
As Palm Sunday we are reminded 
of the triumphant entry of Jesus 
Christ into Jerusalem. It was a 
triumphant entry because it was 
marked with great pomp and pag-
eantry as the people spontaneously 
gave our Lord a “red carpet” recep-
tion. Significantly, this triumphant 
entry was actually an entry into 
suffering and death by crucifixion, 
though at the end there was a rising 
from the dead!
Before this entrance we are told 
that our Lord asked two of his dis-
ciples to go into the village facing 
Bethphage and they would see 
a donkey tied to a tree and they 

should untie it and bring it to him. 
And should anyone question them 
they should say that the Master 
needed it urgently. This directive 
which fulfills Zecharia 9:9 gives 
us a lesson we need to ponder. The 
donkey represents our souls that 
God needs urgently. The coming of 
Jesus Christ into our context is to 
untie our souls from the tree of sin. 
The tree around which the donkey 
was tied reminds us of the tree at 
the middle of the Garden of Eden 
in Genesis (3:3) where Adam and 
Eve contracted the sin of disobedi-
ence which befell humanity. Christ 
our Lord came to undo the power 
of that tree and replace it with the 
tree of redemption, namely the 
Cross of Calvary.
Attentive to the foregoing we 
understand that the Lord has need 
for our souls that have been tied 
securely on the stake of sin and 
damnation. He has come to deliver 
our soul from its prison of aban-
donment to the tree of sin into the 
Jerusalem of redemption. It is true 
that our Lord Jesus Christ entered 
triumphantly into Jerusalem; it is, 
however, good to note that the tri-
umph goes beyond that particular 
physical entrance. The triumph cul-
minated in the death on the Cross. 
The entry began the triumph but 
the death concluded the triumph. 
But we should note that between 

the entry and the Cross there was 
suffering. When our souls are lib-
erated from the stake of sin we 
should not be afraid to go through 
the route of suffering as that would 
be leading us into the total victory.
After the triumphant entry with 
palms and the singing of hosanna 
came the Passion of the Lord. We 
can fully appreciate and understand 
the Lord’s Passion on three centers 
of gravity. These represent the three 
important places and instances 
where our Lord suffered under 
three different hands.
1. The Gethsemane Passion
At Gethsemane, our Lord Jesus 
Christ suffered in the hands of 
Satan. In Luke 4:13 we are meant 
to understand that after the temp-
tation, the devil left Jesus Christ 
and waited for an opportune 
time. Gethsemane represents that 
opportune moment for the devil to 
attempt at stopping the redemptive 
work of Christ. The depressing and 
agonizing monologue our Lord 
had in the garden showed clearly 
that he was troubled and deeply 
distressed (Mark 14:33). In the 
account of Matthew (26:37) our 
Lord said that he is sorrowful unto 
death.
At the above point he was feeling 
the impact of the load of our sins 
and the devil was at hand to dis-
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courage him from carrying the load 
of our sins. Often we get “beautiful 
suggestions” from the devil on our 
way to do the will of God. Gethse-
mane actually means “oil press.” It 
thus appears that the load of our 
sins was pressed upon him—that 
it seemed to be too much for him 
to bear. No wonder then, that he 
asked if the cup could pass, but let 
the will of God be done.
2. The Gabbatha Passion
At Gabbatha, our Lord suffered in 
the hands of sinners. The gospel 
of Matthew (26:45) confirms 
this when Jesus asked the apos-
tles with him: “Are you sleeping? 
The hour has come and the son 
of man is being delivered into the 
hands of sinners.” At Gabbatha as 
Isaiah (53:3ff ) prophesied, he was 
betrayed, deserted, beaten, rejected, 
mocked, scourged, crowned with 
thorns and condemned to die  by 
those he came to untie from the 
tree of sin.
3. The Golgotha Passion
At Golgotha, our Lord Jesus Christ 
suffered in the hands of divinity; 
he suffered in the hands of his own 
Father. But this suffering is unlike 
the preceding ones because it is the 
kind that is salvific. It is the kind of 
suffering that is most needful for 
our redemption, the kind of suffer-
ing that St. Paul recommended to 
the followers of Christ (Philippi-
ans 1:29).
At Golgotha, God dealt with sin 
fully and finally in the body of his 
own son. At Golgotha, our Lord 

Jesus Christ suffered in his full 
humanity and did not count on 
his equality with God (Phil.2:7). 
At Golgotha the Father forsook 
the Son (Mark 15:34) and allowed 
him to taste the bitter gall of death 
so that humanity can be saved and 
be reunited with the Father once 
more.
With these three instances of suf-
fering we understand that suffering 
is part of our human reality. In life 
we meet various forms of suffering. 
Sometimes we tend to think that 
God has forsaken us. The truth is 
that some forms of suffering we 
pass through are meant to help us 
get to where God wants us to be. 
Whenever we see ourselves going 
through some forms of suffering let 
us remember that our Lord Jesus 
Christ went down that road but 
came out victorious; what God has 
prepared for you is more than what 
you think you are going through at 
the moment (1 Cor. 2:9).
We are called within this week to 
make an active connection with 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We see from 
the event of today that there were 
praises followed by condemnation. 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
and “Crucify him!” were parallel 
statements coming from the crowd. 
Do not jump on the praises from 
people (the crowd) at the entry 
point because they may also for-
mulate your judgment and con-
demnation at the end of the road.
I respectfully wish you a wholly 
Holy Week.



Palm Sunday: Obedience to the Point of Death
By Bevil Bramwell, OMI—The Catholic Thing
The celebration of Palm Sunday or Palm Sun-
day of the Passion begins the Church’s entry 
into Holy Week, the period that will culmi-
nate in the three sacred days of Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, when the 
great mysteries of our salvation are celebrated.
The Gospel antiphon speaks of Jesus as the 
one who is “obedient to the point of death.” 
Jesus’ whole life is an expression of his obedi-
ence to the will of the Divine Father. It is this 
obedience that marks the life of the Christian 
and in Jesus’ case, the will of the Father brings 
him up to the City of David where prophets 
go to die. (Luke 13:33)
Following the prophecies of Zechariah, Jesus 
rides, as a king, into the city on a donkey. One 
that he has to borrow! And he will later die 
for the people. In fact, the first reading of the 
Mass is one of the Suffering Servant Songs 
from the Prophet Isaiah.
The words: “I gave my back to those who 
beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my 
beard; my face I did not shield from buffets 
and spitting,” are chilling, given what is to 
happen on the coming Friday. He has be-
come completely vulnerable, like the weakest 
human being.
The psalm-response to the first reading is 
Psalm 22, whose first words – “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” – Jesus 
cries from the Cross. Sad as the beginning of 
the psalm is, the words about the suffering of 
the just man, end with his celebration: “I will 
proclaim your name to my brethren; in the 
midst of the assembly I will praise you.”
There will be resurrection. Death will be over-
come. Death does not win.
Subsequently, Saint Paul announced to the 

Philippians (Second Reading): “God greatly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bend, of those 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord.”

In Jesus, the circle is complete. Through a 
man (Adam), the entire human race was for-
ever tainted by sin; and through a man, hu-
manity is restored, and more than restored. 
We, through Him, are exalted.

Jesus becomes Lord of All. And the whole 
wondrous history is “for the glory of God 
the Father.” (Second Reading) The world be-
comes the monstrance for the risen glorified 
Son so that all of Creation properly renders 
the Father glory through the Risen Lord. This 
is the marvelous fruit of his obedience. Our 
lives will be fruitful to the degree that we too 
are obedient to His will.

Customarily, at the beginning of Passion 
Week, the Church reads the account of the 
Passion from one of the first three Gospels. 
The Passion in the Gospel of John is reserved 
for the service on Good Friday. This year, the 
Church reads the Passion in the Gospel of 
Luke.

The account starts with the Last Supper, an-
other step in Jesus’ walking with us as he 
builds the Church. He does something amaz-
ing: he announces that the bread offered at 
the meal has become His Body for us. He is 
becoming our food.

Then, the wine that is offered becomes His 
Blood shed for us. After the meal, He prophe-
cies that He will be betrayed and that He will 
confer a kingdom on those who stand by Him.

�



The rest of the Passion unfolds 
through wrenching scenes: Peter’s 
betrayal; Jesus’ agony in the garden; 
Jesus’ trial before the powers of both 
the kingdom of Israel and the Ro-
man authorities; the meeting with the 
women of Jerusalem; the crucifixion 
between the two thieves.
The one thief strikes the only uplifting 
note other than Jesus’ faithful living 
out of the life of “the Suffering Ser-
vant.” The thief realizes just who he is 
meeting. He repents and “will be with 
[ Jesus] in Paradise.”
So from that hill outside Jerusalem, 
there echoes the promise of forgive-
ness, the promise of Paradise, down 
through the centuries. This is why 
this man who is also God, came and 
walked among us.
With all of his holiness, he ate with 
sinners. He came to be the presence 
of holiness among sinners, just as the 
Church has been ever since.
The great paradox is not that holiness 
is unapproachable in some merciless 
fashion, but rather that this holiness is 
present in the midst of all the sinful-
ness, to take it up and destroy it with 
overwhelming love. The Church does 
not shrink from reaching out to the 
poor and the suffering.
Speaking of Paradise, Pope [Emeri-
tus] Benedict reminded us “the Cross 
itself is the true tree of life. We do not 
find life by possessing it, but by giving 
it. Love is a gift of oneself, and for this 
reason it is the way of true life sym-
bolized by the Cross.”
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Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
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Donations Received as of April 3 (Week 40)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 10 $250

St. Elizabeth’s 25 $1,285
St. Mary’s 12 $1,335
St. Theresa’s 45 $2,660

Total 92 $5,530

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $104,841
Goal $92,307
Ahead/Behind Goal +$12,534

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES: 
St. Elizabeth: $20

BUILDING FUND: 
St. Mary’s: $200

There will be a special diocesan collection for 
Ukraine on the weekend of April 23/24!

Date Intention

4/9 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm Peter Repp U

4/10 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth Parishioners

11:30am Tom & Molly Rynne U

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS

APRIL 12: Kersten Brown | 14: Nerissa Carpio, Michael Beavers | 16: Corey White

PLEASE  SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Appeal helps to empower the next generation, provide for those in need, and 
strengthen Catholic communities in many important ways.
The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with 
this year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive back from the 
diocese.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Monday, April 11:      12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
          Fr. Eric will do sermon and St. Theresa’s is providing lunch
Tuesday, April 12:      10am daily Mass at St. Theresa’s 
          12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
          Dave Gilbert, Pastor and Tazewell Christian is providing lunch
Wednesday, April 13:  12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
               Anthony Grills, Pastor and Tazewell Presbyterian is providing lunch  
          *No bible study

HOLY FAMILY PARISH SERVICES:
Thursday, April 14:       5pm at  St. Mary 
            7pm at St. Theresa
Friday, April 15:           3pm at St. Elizabeth (no daily Mass) 
            6pm at St. Theresa
Saturday, April 16:         4pm at St. Joseph 
            7pm Vigil at St. Mary
Sunday, April 17:          9am at St. Elizabeth 
            11:30am at St. Theresa



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com

Coming Up Soon!
St. Joseph’s will host our first parish-wide event 

since before the pandemic on Sunday, May 15! 

Our Holy Family Parish Picnic will be held at 

the Southern Gap Visitor Center, located at 

the trailhead to Spearhead Trails Coal Canyon 

Trail at 1124 Chipping Sparrow Road, Grundy.  

Mass will be offered at the venue and will be 

the only Mass in the parish for the weekend.

Please sign up via the sign-up sheets at each 

church!


