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Some time ago, there was a 
viral video showing a nanny 
abusing a helpless child. She 

would abandon the baby at a corner 
and would intermittently slap and 
shake him violently while also 
shouting at him. The background 
to the story relates that the parents 
were becoming uneasy about the 
physical appearance of the child 
each time they returned. Conse-
quently, they resolved to install 
hidden surveillance cameras in the 
house to monitor the activities of 
the nanny in their absence.
When the parents confronted the 
nanny, she denied it and was even 
ready to swear by the graves of her 
dead parents. She continued to 
deny the allegations until she saw 
the footage of the physical abuse 
from the various cameras in the 
house. It was at that point that she 
broke down in tears and accused 
the devil of influencing her actions.
In our contemporary times, surveil-
lance cameras (CCTV) are excel-
ling in catching people in the very 
act of committing various crimes 
and missteps like robbery, tres-
passing, vandalism, traffic offences, 
murder, sexual misconducts and a 
whole lot of other anti-social and 
immoral conducts.
Today in the Gospel ( John 8:1-11) 
we encounter the scribes and the 
Pharisees using the “natural CCTV” 

(human sight) to catch a woman in 
the very act of adultery. They bring 
the woman to Jesus and ask for his 
opinion while quoting the Law of 
Moses which prescribes death by 
stoning for such a sexual crime.
Replying, our Lord says to them, 

“Let the one among you who is 
without sin be the first to throw 
a stone at her.” While waiting for 
their response, he bends down to 
write on the ground. As our Lord 
Jesus Christ writes, the accusers of 
the woman exit, one after another, 
beginning with the eldest among 
them to the youngest.
Examining the event, our attention 
goes to the intention of the scribes 
and Pharisees for bringing the 
woman to Jesus. The Gospel tells 
us that they brought the allegations 
against the woman to Jesus Christ 
to test him so that they could have 
some charge to bring against him.
We understand here that they were 
using the woman as bait and as a 
victim in the line of advancing their 
plot against Jesus. Beyond this, they 
gave the wrong information about 
the law of Moses. The legislations 
concerning adultery are the follow-
ing:

Leviticus 20:10 – If a man commits 
adultery with the wife of his neigh-
bor, both the adulterer and the adul-
teress shall be put to death.

Deuteronomy 22:22 – If a man 
is caught lying with the wife of 
another man, both shall die, the man 
who lay with the woman as well as 
the woman. So shall you purge the 
evil from Israel.
Looking at these references closely, 
we understand that these scribes 
and Pharisees were not in any way 
trying to protect the law, other-
wise they would have provided the 
male partner in the crime while 
also giving the right version of the 
law. Furthermore, the woman says 
nothing; of course, women in those 
contexts were not allowed to speak 
in public and not even in this situa-
tion where there are more than two 
witnesses.
Stone your sin, not the sinner
The scribes and the Pharisees in 
the narrative were smart, but our 
Lord Jesus Christ was more intelli-
gent and more knowledgeable than 
them. In his reply, he did not con-
demn the woman, nor did he com-
promise the act; instead he makes 
an appeal to their consciences, “Let 
the one without sin be the first to 
throw a stone at her.” With this 
critical challenge, our Lord indi-
rectly tells them to stone their sins, 
not the sinner. He makes it clear to 
them that she is not the only one 
who has such a sin.
God writes our sins on the ground, 
not on stones

Stone the Sin, Not the Sinner 
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It is interesting to see our Lord 
Jesus Christ physically writing for 
the first, and also the last, time. 
However, we should also note that 
he wrote more on people hearts 
through his words and works. In 
the passage, we learn that as our 
Lord was writing, the accusers 
of the woman started leaving the 
place, beginning from the eldest to 
the youngest.
While the Gospel of John that 
reports this event did not tell us 
what our Lord was writing, we 
are left with making a connection 
between the process of writing and 
the chronological exit of the accus-
ers. Some commentators say that 
he was writing their names and 
their respective sins or how many 
times they committed adultery—
others have other views. Which-
ever way the arguments go, what is 
essential is that each of them had 
a personal connection with what 
he was writing, and they could not 
stand whatever they saw.
More significantly, our Lord 
decided to write on the ground and 
not on a stone as people who do 
in those days to demonstrate to us 
that God is not interested in hold-
ing our sins against us, as whatever 
is written on the ground would be 
blown away by the wind of divine 
forgiveness. The instruction our 
Lord gives to the woman, “Go and 
sin no more,” confirms the mercy 
of God over our sins.

Moving forward: Utilizing God’s 
second chance offer
Like the unnamed woman in the 

Gospel, God is continuously catch-
ing us in the very act of not just 
adultery, but of every single sin we 
commit. God’s “surveillance appa-
ratus” goes beyond our words and 
actions to the depths of our hearts. 
The Bible makes it clear that we 
cannot hide from God no matter 
how we try (Psalm 139:7-13).
Unlike the scribes and the Phari-
sees, God is not interested in the 
death of a sinner but in their turn-
ing away from sin to life (Ezekiel 
18:23; 33:11). God is giving us 
a second chance like the woman 
who was set free from the con-
demning claws of the scribes and 
the Pharisees. Your life today is a 
profound statement from God that 
he is offering you a second chance 
for repentance. He wrote the com-
mandment on stone as a permanent 
guide, but for our sins, he wrote on 
the sand to be blown away by the 
wind of his loving mercy.
For us to take the second chance 
from the Lord, we need to pay 
attention to the words of St. Paul 
to the Philippians today (Phil.3:8-
14), which tell us that he is con-
sidering everything as loss for the 
supreme good of knowing our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The accused 
woman could say the same thing 
because her encounter with Jesus 
Christ brought the ultimate trans-
formation to her life. This could 
be your story this season of Lent 
if you would come to the Lord to 
admit and acknowledge and stone 
your sins.
Have a beautiful Sunday and glori-
ous week ahead.



Jesus and Abandonment
By Fr. Derek Sakowski, abideinlove.com
When I ponder the final words of Jesus on the Cross, 
I feel intrigued by the word “abandon.” Matthew and 
Mark recall Jesus’ anguished cry to 
the Father, “My God, my God, why 
have you abandoned me?” (Matthew 
27:46, Mark 15:34). But Luke re-
calls Jesus “abandoning” himself into 
the Father’s hands in trust and sur-
render, as he breathes his final breath 
(Luke 23:47). How can two so dras-
tically different human experiences 
be expressed with the same English 
word?
I feel a personal connection with 
both experiences. The one is so full 
of anguish, sorrow, or panic—even 
fury. The other is touched with ten-
derness, intimacy, trust, and security. 
The one screams out from isolation; the other ap-
proaches in sweet intimacy.
During my college seminary years, I drew much 
consolation from reading Abandonment to Divine 
Providence by Jean Pierre de Caussade (1675-1751), 
a French Jesuit. His words spoke into my orphaned 
heart that struggled to trust and surrender in vul-
nerable relationships—even though I couldn’t have 
named the experience at the time.
During that same time, I went on my first ever si-
lent retreat. I look back with a smile on the “me” of 
a quarter-century ago. In my willful heart, there was 
both a tender longing for intimacy with God and a 
pharisaical legalism. Like young Saul, I threw all my 
zeal into the retreat. My twenty-first birthday came 
and went; a few friends even sang for me at breakfast. 
I smiled and blushed, but dutifully kept my silence.
I felt a longing as I recalled our high school chap-
lain describing the importance of his annual retreats. 
He had once testified to how God began speaking 
to him when he stayed in silence long enough. This 

must be how it works, I thought. So I spent a full 
three hours in the chapel each afternoon—mostly 

kneeling. But I didn’t conquer God; 
he conquered me. On the third day, 
abruptly and unexpectedly, it was 
as though a massive wave pulsed 
through the room and me. I sudden-
ly and intensely felt the strength and 
security of his providence—a sense 
that truly (in the words of Julian of 
Norwich), “all will be well and all 
manner of thing will be well.”
Amidst that peace and an intense 
desire for more of that peace, I felt 
convicted of all the times that I 
was “pushing through” the present 
moment. I was either enduring that 
which was unpleasant or devour-

ing that which was pleasurable. Either way, I wasn’t 
opening myself to the gift that can only be received 
in the present. He helped me see how often things 
that felt confusing or overwhelming in the present 
moment actually led to abundant blessing. He flood-
ed my mind and heart with the image of looking 
back down the mountain at the twisting path already 
walked—including steps that made utterly no sense 
at the time—and marveling at how no other path 
would have worked. He gave me some felt sense of 
how he sees all of these things simultaneously; all 
the moments are one in him; all are “now” for him. 
He invites me to surrender to him in the “now” of 
the present moment. I resist. When I left the chapel 
and felt the throb of circulation as the blood returned 
to my knees, I paused in the hallway to gaze on a 
copy of a Pinturicchio painting of the Crucifixion 
(see above). I felt a jolt of awe as I gazed upon the 

“now” of Jesus’ once-and-for-all sacrifice on the Cross. 
Beneath him lay death dismantled, overcome by his 
love and his shed bled. Behind him was paradise re-
stored, and a felt sense of God’s eternal rest sustain-
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ing him in that moment of surrender. 
I felt Jesus’ trust in his Father and an 
intense desire to share in that trust.
In the twenty-five years since I have 
felt both senses of “abandonment” 
many times over. Perhaps the most 
distressing situations for me are those 
in which I feel left alone by those I 
thought I could trust—suddenly fac-
ing an overwhelming and dangerous 
threat by myself—when I thought I 
would have protection and security. 
That feeling of abandonment is so an-
cient for me and so familiar. The lies 
can race through my head at lightning 
speed: They don’t understand; they 
don’t care; they can’t be trusted; I am 
all alone! In some cases, I flee and iso-
late myself; at other times I attack with 
an angry outburst and hold others to 
impossible expectations as if they are 
supposed to revolve around my needs. 
The more I mature in Christ, the more 
quickly I notice, and the more fre-
quently I choose a different path—or 
repair if I repeat old patterns.
Again and again, God has also invited 
me into trust and surrender, remind-
ing me to live in the present moment 
and look for his gift. If I abide and 
gaze and receive, the gift is always 
there, including in those moments 
in which I am invited to take up my 
cross with Jesus.
I can only receive the gift of the pres-
ent moment to the extent that I let 
down the defenses of my self-protec-
tion. Otherwise, I limit how much I 
can receive, and ultimately how much 
I can give.

The English verb “to abandon” comes 
from the French abandonner. The 
French verb has multiple senses, 
which one way or another are ways 
of untying, releasing, or relinquishing 
a band that ties something together. 
When we do so with a committed 
relationship or a grave duty (e.g., par-
enting, governing, leadership), other 
humans experience abandonment in 
the first sense (“My God, my God, 
why have you abandoned me?”). But 
there is also an untying or letting go 
when we encounter beauty, when 
we forgive harm, when we dance, or 
when we connect with another person.                                                 
Jesus, in his Passion, enters fully into 
both human experiences of “abandon-
ment,” and reconciles them. Those of 
us who have experienced abandon-
ment in the first sense tend to have 
spectacular defenses against ever let-
ting anyone close again. Jesus cries 
out to the Father on our behalf. Jesus 
also “abandons” in the second sense. 
He cancels the debt of our sins, re-
leasing all claims to make us pay. He 
meekly surrenders himself like a lamb, 
even in the face of contempt, violence, 
and powerlessness. He releases every 
merely human solution and entrusts 
all of it to his Father. He freely sub-
mits and becomes the seed sown into 
the earth that bears abundant fruit. 
May we claim his victory and allow 
him to reconcile in our hearts all that 
impedes our own surrender.



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Doug Tabor   
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
May Anne Rynne
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Mary Spencer
Jeanne Hash 
Pat Imes

Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate
Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance
Andrew Satmary
Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
Dee Gentile 
Glenn Harrison
Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Jeremy Burnside 
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Linda Meadows
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Baxter Lambert
Joe Stutso
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee

Donations Received as of March 27 (Week 39)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 11 $257

St. Elizabeth’s 24 $530
St. Mary’s 14 $210
St. Theresa’s 40 $814

Total 89 $1,811

Outside Donations $939
Year to Date Received $99,311
Goal $90,000
Ahead/Behind Goal +$9,311

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
St. Michael’s, Glen Allen, VA: $789 
Richlands, VA donor: $150

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES: 
St. Elizabeth: $90 
St. Mary: $10 
St. Theresa: $200

Date Intention

4/2 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

4/3 SUNDAY

9am Dee Gentile

11:30am Dan & Anne Egan U

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS

APRIL 6: Lanh Pham

ANNIVERSARIES

APRIL 4: Alvin & Cynthia Angcanan | 9: Mike & Janet McDonagh

PLEASE  SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Appeal helps to empower the next generation, provide for those in need, and strengthen 
Catholic communities in many important ways.
The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with this 
year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive back from the diocese.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Monday, April 11:        12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
         Fr. Eric will do sermon and St. Theresa’s is providing lunch
Tuesday, April 12:        10am daily Mass at St. Theresa’s 
         12pm     Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
         Dave Gilbert, Pastor and Tazewell Christian is providing lunch
Wednesday, April 13:    12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
              Anthony Grills, Pastor and Tazewell Presbyterian is providing lunch  
         *No bible study tonight
HOLY FAMILY PARISH SERVICES:
Thursday, April 14:       5pm at  St. Mary 
          7pm at St. Theresa
Friday, April 15:         3pm at St. Elizabeth (no daily Mass) 
          6pm at St. Theresa
Saturday, April 16:       4pm at St. Joseph 
          7pm Vigil at St. Mary
Sunday, April 17:          9am at St. Elizabeth 
          11:30am at St. Theresa



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com

Coming Up Soon!
St. Joseph’s will host our first parish-wide event 

since before the pandemic on Sunday, May 15! 

Our Holy Family Parish Picnic will be held at 

the Southern Gap Visitor Center, located at 

the trailhead to Spearhead Trails Coal Canyon 

Trail at 1124 Chipping Sparrow Road, Grundy.  

Mass will be offered at the venue and will be 

the only Mass in the parish for the weekend.

Please sign up via the sign-up sheets at each 

church!


