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One of the moments chil-
dren most look forward 
to at school is the break 

period. This is simply based on the 
fact that at such times there are no 
protocols like keeping quiet in class, 
listening to the teacher and similar 
acts of comportment. During our 
elementary school days we called 
that period free play. During the 
free play one could jump, dance, 
play soccer, run and do anything 
one liked, but no one was free to 
commit any crime during free play. 
Hence it could be said that you are 
free to play but you are not free to 
stray!
The foregoing idea was evident in 
the Garden of Eden. Adam and 
Eve were free to eat of any of the 
trees in the garden but not the one 
at the middle of the garden (Gen. 
2:16-17). They were given freedom 
but they were at the same time told 
to be responsible. There is indeed 

no absolute freedom. The French 
philosopher and political theorist 
Jean Jacques Rousseau in his social 
contract made it clear that “Man is 
born free but he is everywhere in 
chains!” You are free to cross to the 
other side of the road but your free-
dom can be withheld momentar-
ily by an oncoming vehicle; if you 
insist on your freedom the vehicle 
may crush you. There is an eternal 
struggle to be free but this goes 
with responsibility.
I decided to begin the reflection on 
the gospel of today with the issue 
of freedom because it characterized 
the decisions of the major actors 
in the parable commonly known 
as the parable of the prodigal son 
(though I prefer “lost sons” which 
I will explain later). The younger 
son of the rich man in the par-
able was exercising his freedom 
when he approached his father 
and requested his own share of 
his father’s properties. His request 
was totally preposterous and out of 
place because what he was asking 
for should ordinarily come to him 
after the death of his father, not 
before his death. His father was a 
kind-hearted man. He did not stop 
the boy from realizing what he 
wanted, so he allowed him to have 
what he requested. God allows us 
our choices; He does not force us 
to do this or that. Armed with his 
own share of the father’s wealth, 
the boy left for a far country. Far 
country in this sense refers to a 
place of disconnection. It is a place 

of disconnection from the father’s 
love, care, protection, provision and 
direction. Far country is a place and 
a situation of lawlessness and sin. 
It is furthermore a place of hunger 
and famine on account of the dis-
connection from the source of sus-
tenance. Nothing actually lasts in 
the far country. Like the younger 
son, some of us have various far 
countries in our lives. Far countries 
are those things that push us to sin 
and disconnect us from the grace of 
God. What is your own far country?

After squandering the property he 
got from his father on loose living 
and following the famine in that 
country, the second son became 
poor and friendless. This points 
to the fact that in the far country 
all riches will disappear but God’s 
word will remain (Mark 13:31) and 
the greatest of riches can be found 
in our souls (Matt. 16:26). When 
we are disconnected from God in 
our far country experience we suffer 
spiritual hunger and famine ( Jn 
15:5). In his desperation in the far 
country the younger son decided 
to hire himself out to one of the 
locals to take care of their herd of 
swine. Now this is the lowliest of 
jobs a Jew could do that time. This 
is because Jews consider swine as an 
unclean animal. Hence for a Jew to 
take care of them and feed them is 
very senseless. That the young man 
could not even get leftovers from 
the swine points to the fact that he 
was hanging in there only to get 
shelter.

Fr. Eric Anokye

The Lost Sons vs. the Prodigal Father 
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At a point we are told that the 
young man came to himself (or to 
his senses)! This is a pointer to the 
fact that often when we are loung-
ing in the far country we operate 
outside of our real selves, out of 
our senses. This “coming to him-
self ” is the turning point in the 
parable. At this point the young 
man realized where he came from 
and what was happening in his 
wretched life. At this point he real-
ized that he was where he was not 
supposed to be. This was the turn-
ing point of repentance. At this 
point he longed for reconciliation. 
It should be noted that repentance 
comes before reconciliation. There 
is no real reconciliation without 
a prior repentance, which in our 
context refers to realizing oneself 
and coming to one’s senses. This is 
actually what we need to do at this 
point in time. This Lenten season 
is apt enough for us to come to 
ourselves, to come to our senses 
and do things in new and better 
ways! Repentance is the watch 
word for us.
It is one thing to realize how far we 
have strayed into the far country 
and another thing for us to make 
the decision to return home. There 
are many people out there who 
have been vacillating from coming 
to themselves (to their senses) 
and going out again from them-
selves (from their senses). It takes 
a strong conviction to return from 
the region of sin and disconnec-
tion back to the region of God and 
salvation. The young man coming 
to himself said: “I will arise and 
go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “father I have sinned against 
heaven and before you ; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired 
servants.” Pay attention to these: 

“I will arise!” This actually means 

that he has been completely down. 
Sin has a way of bringing us down 
spiritually and even physically 
(Luke 5: 17-26). Furthermore he 
said that he would go to his father 
and acknowledge his sins. Very 
often we rationalize and justify 
our sins. He went immediately 
without wasting time. We often 
tend to postpone our repentance 
and reconciliation with God. If he 
wasted more time he could have 
died without realizing what he 
had already conceived in his mind. 
Many people have died with their 
wonderful dreams due to inactivity 
and delay.
The young man was on his way 
coming home when his father: (1) 
sighted him from a distance, (2) 
ran towards him, (3) embraced him 
and (4) kissed him. These gestures 
demonstrated the father’s uncon-
ditional forgiveness, affection, love 
and readiness to reconcile with him. 
By sighting him from a distance 
we understand that the father had 
been waiting and looking forward 
to the day his son would return; he 
was hopeful. The father running 
towards him demonstrated his 
eagerness to have him back alive. A 
man at the age of the father was 
not expected to run except in sit-
uations of life and death and that 
was the situation in the father’s 
perception. Embracing and kissing 
the boy the father demonstrated 
that he still valued his son so much. 
He is priceless now regardless of 
his notorious past; every saint had 
a past and every sinner has a future.
The boy tried to apologize to the 
father with the words he had 
rehearsed but his father stopped 
him half way. God is definitely not 
interested in our past, he is rather 
thinking about a better future for 
us. Hence the father called for 
 



(Pastor’s Notes, cont.)

Beauty, Authenticity, and the Prodigal Artist
By Deacon Lawrence Klimecki
In his book Blink, Malcom Gladwell recounts the story of 
the “Getty Kouros.”

In 1984 the J. Paul Getty museum unveiled its latest 
acquisition, a two thousand year old marble statue of a 
pattern known as “Kouros.” A Kouros depicts a young 
man, probably an athlete, standing straight up, one foot 
forward and his arms hanging at his sides. When the mu-
seum was approached to purchase the statue in 1983, an 

exhaustive 14 month investigation and examination was 
launched to determine its authenticity.
Finally the statue was deemed authentic and the Getty 
paid nearly 10 million dollars to purchase the antiquity. 
It was unveiled in 1984 with great flourish. The New York 
Times even featured it with a front page story.
Then the problems started. Experts in the field took 
one look at the statue and felt something was off. They 

 a robe, a ring and sandals for his younger son. This tells 
us that when we make a return to God he will restore our 
lost fortunes (Deut. 30:3). He was given the best robe 
indicating royalty, a ring of authority and sandals for a 
new platform as a son not a slave; a member of the house-
hold not an outsider, an insider not an outsider. Above all, 
a feast was organized immediately in his honor. All these 
happened because this lost son freely decided to come 
back from the far country! The decision we make today 
can lead us to a brighter or bleaker future! This point is 
highlighted by St. Paul in the second reading (2 Cor.5:17-
21) where among other things he said that if anyone is 
in Christ he is a new creation; the old has passed away, 
behold the new one has come. The old is the far country 
and the new is our reconciliation and reunion with God.
The story would have ended with the father’s reconcil-
iation with the younger son upon his sorrowful return, 
but there comes the elder son who is very much unlike 
the father. There was no mention of him pleading with 
the younger brother not to leave the house. He could not 
even go out to look for his lost brother. He was obviously 
happy about his misbehavior and maybe in his mind he is 
gone and gone forever, for good. For him he deserves to 
die out there. He was surprised and angry that his brother 
repented and came back and was having a party to cele-
brate his return. When a servant told him what was going 
on in the house he refused to go in. He was not ready to 
see a lost and wayward brother reconciled and reunited 
with the father. When his father came to persuade him 
to come and rejoice with the others over the return of his 
brother he complained that a party had not been thrown 
in his honor since he had been laboring for his father. He 
went on to give us the information no one had before 
now that the younger brother spent his property on pros-

titutes. From the elder son’s statements his relationship 
with the father was simply business-like: “I work for you 
and you pay me!” He had no love and affection.
A general overview of the parable tells us that there were 
two lost sons and a prodigally loving father! When the 
younger one was out in the far country, the elder one was 
at home but when the younger one returned the elder 
was out as he refused to come into the house. At the 
end of the story the elder son remained lost while the 
younger one was finally found by the loving father. Very 
often some people identify others as sinners and in their 
memory register such people as legally condemned and 
qualified for hell fire. Nobody has a right to condemn 
another when God has not said the final word on some-
one. Our Lord Jesus Christ actually shocked his listen-
ers at some point when he indicated that tax collectors 
and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of 
God (Matt. 21:31). More so, God is not interested in the 
death of sinners but in their repentance (Ezk. 18: 23). A 
Saul could as well become a Paul!
The message today is an invitation for us to freely return 
to God as individuals who are in need of God after waste-
ful years in the far country. We are also called upon not to 
judge and condemn others who are still in the far coun-
try; after all, we have been there, too. What efforts are 
we making to bring people back to God? Do we help or 
hinder repentance and reconciliation? Do we intend to be 
alone in heaven and have hell filled with our neighbors? 
Our answers to these and similar questions will help us to 
make a better season of Lent.
I wish you a blissful Sunday and a most rewarding week 
ahead!

�



couldn’t quite articulate 
what it was, it just didn’t 
feel right. As more and 
more experts weighed 
in, the preponderance of 
opinion was that the stat-
ue was a fake. The prove-
nance the seller provided 
to the museum began to 
unravel. Postmarks, dates, 
stamps, and bank accounts 
didn’t line up with histor-
ical records. Ultimately it 
was determined that the 

statue most closely resembled the work of a known forg-
er working in Rome in the early 1980s. The statue was 
beautiful but it was not authentic.
We hear the term “authentic” quite a bit these days. In the 
new digital age of marketing, people are wary of things, 
and people, being too slick and polished. What we crave 
is for people to be authentic, genuine and original.
In philosophical terms to be authentic means that an 
individual’s actions are consistent with their beliefs and 
desires in spite of external pressure.
The Prodigal Artist
In the parable of the prodigal son we are told of the 
younger heir and his wasteful spending of his inheri-
tance. The word prodigal means to be recklessly extrava-
gant, and the younger son is certainly that. He squanders 
his fortune and almost looses his life before finally realiz-
ing that he would be better off as the least of his father’s 
servants, and decides to return home.
Perhaps the younger son had lost the sense of his own 
authenticity. He was too much swayed by a popular idea 
of what a young man-of-means should be and how he 
should act. He had forgotten who he was.
God never ceases to call us to discover who we truly are. 
Each of us has a personal, unique vocation. If we fail to 
live up to it, if we fail to be “authentic” that vocation will 
be lost to the world. Are we too much worried about 
what the world expects us to be, all the while ignoring 
who God expects us to be? Like the father in the parable, 
God is always there waiting and hoping for our return 
to Him. And when we do, when we realize that our lives 

are meaningless without Him; He is there to welcome 
us back with kisses and embraces, to robe us with grace 
and shod us in sandals that betoken our status as His 
adopted children.
Jacques Joseph Tissot was a painter in the second half of 
the 19th century. He made his name in Paris and London 
depicting the lives of the upper classes. He developed a 
reputation as a painter of elegantly dressed women living 
a fashionable life. His paintings were featured in salons 
across Europe and was the recipient of numerous awards. 
By the standards of the day he was a highly successful 
artist. He was everything he was expected to be.
But in 1885 at about 49 years of age, Tissot returned to 
the Catholic faith he was raised in. This coincided with 
a general French Catholic revival that was a reaction 
against the secular French Third Republic. Tissot dedi-
cated the rest of his life to painting Biblical scenes from 
the Old and New Testament. He made several trips to 
the Middle East to study locations, people, and dress, in 
search of authenticity in his paintings. He felt that at 
this stage in life he had at last discovered his personal 
vocation, his true self.
The final resolution of the “Getty Kairos” is still to be de-
termined. The museum’s catalog lists it as “about 530 B.C. 
or modern forgery.” If it is the work of a forger then it 
represents a tremendous misuse of the artist’s gifts. One 
wonders what the sculptor might have achieved if he had 
found his true personal vocation.
J.J. Tissot on the other hand, turned his back on a life-
time of work in order to pursue his vocation, his authen-
tic self.
The work of the forger may have been beautiful, but it 
was not authentic, we are called to be both. We are called 
to ignore what our popular culture sees as how we should 
look and act, whether we are artists, teachers, bankers, or 
accountants. Embrace your authenticity. Be the person 
God meant for you to be with all your quirkiness and 
eccentricities. Find the role that only you can fill and the 
contribution that only you can make. And in the process 
you will find the unconditional love of God that is the 
source of Christian joy.
In times of our severest trials, let us remember the Father 
always knows us, loves, us and reaches out to us, waiting 
for our return.
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Donations Received as of March 20 (Week 38)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 15 $370

St. Elizabeth’s 26 $745
St. Mary’s 13 $568
St. Theresa’s 52 $1,048

Total 106 $2,731

Outside Donations $50
Year to Date Received $97,500
Goal $87,692
Ahead/Behind Goal +$9,808

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
Mineral, VA donor: $50

BUILDING FUND: 
St. Joseph: $30 
St. Elizabeth: $500 
St. Mary: $340 
St. Theresa: $150

St. Mary’s Backpack Program: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $244

Date Intention

3/26 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

3/27 SUNDAY

9am Charles Lavendar, Jr. U

11:30am Patrick McDonagh U

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS

MARCH 28: Chancey Santos

PLEASE  SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Appeal helps to empower the next generation, provide for those in need, and strengthen 
Catholic communities in many important ways.
The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with this 
year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive back from the diocese.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Monday, April 11:        12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
         Fr. Eric will do sermon and St. Theresa’s is providing lunch
Tuesday, April 12:        10am daily Mass at St. Theresa’s 
         12pm     Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
         Dave Gilbert, Pastor and Tazewell Christian is providing lunch
Wednesday, April 13:    12pm Tazewell Christian Church Community Service 
              Anthony Grills, Pastor and Tazewell Presbyterian is providing lunch  
         *No bible study tonight
HOLY FAMILY PARISH SERVICES:
Thursday, April 14:       5pm at  St. Mary 
          7pm at St. Theresa
Friday, April 15:         3pm at St. Elizabeth (no daily Mass) 
          6pm at St. Theresa
Saturday, April 16:       4pm at St. Joseph 
          7pm Vigil at St. Mary
Sunday, April 17:          9am at St. Elizabeth 
          11:30am at St. Theresa

There will be no daily Mass next Tuesday, March 29.



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
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Bluefield, VA 24605
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Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


