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T here is a story about a boy 
who loved to play with his 
friend next door under a 

tree at the back of their house. One 
day his dad informed him that he 
would cut down the tree because for 
three years no fruit has come from 
it. The little boy was hurt, and he 
shared the bad news with his friend 
next door, and they both cried.
The next day, he broke his piggy 
bank and went to buy a bushel of 
apples and with the help of his 
friend, he tied the apples on the 
tree. Next morning his father saw 
the tree with apples and, calling on 
his wife, he said, “Honey I don’t 
know how this is possible; suddenly 
the barren tree has apples on it, and 
the most amazing thing is that it is 
an orange tree!” The little boy was 
trying to preserve his play station, 
namely, the tree.

A world without trees would be a 
disaster to human beings, animals, 
and the environment. The changes 
we are having in the world today are 
not unconnected with the increase 
in deforestation which involves the 
massive and often unnecessary cut-
ting of trees. To explore the impor-
tance of trees here would take 
the entire space for this reflection. 
However, a concise presentation 
would help us to have a foreground.
Trees produce fruits, but that is a 
fraction of what we get from trees. 
In the process of manufacturing 
their food through photosynthesis, 
trees absorb carbon dioxide (C02) 
in the environment and release 
oxygen (02) which humans and 
animals need to survive. Trees also 
protect the environment from wind, 
erosion, and also have aesthetic 
values.
We depend on trees for woods 
which we convert to firewood, char-
coal, all kinds of papers, all forms of 
house fittings and furniture, boats, 
wine corks, and carvings. Tress also 
produce liquids for maple syrup, 
chewing gum, cosmetics, crayons, 
paints, and soap. Dye and some 
medicines also come from the bark 
of some trees.
In the Gospel today (Luke 13:1-9), 
our Lord Jesus Christ tells a par-
able about the barren fig tree. The 
owner of the fig tree comes search-

ing for fruits on it over three years 
but found none, and he threatens 
to cut it down instead of  allowing 
it to take up the soil. However, the 
gardener begs the owner to give the 
tree one more year of intensive care 
and afterwards he can cut it if still 
bears no fruits.
Though Jesus did not give an imme-
diate explanation of the parable, it 
is, however, clear that the tree rep-
resents all of us. Furthermore, Jesus 
Christ represents the gardener who 
not only advocates (1 John 2:1) and 
mediates (1 Tim. 2:5) for us but 
also nourishes us with the word 
of God and healing (Matt. 95-36), 
and with his body and blood (Matt. 
26:26-29). Finally, the owner refers 
to God the Father, our creator.

The Barrenness Leading to Fruit-
lessness?
It is very worrisome to discover 
that for three years the fig tree was 
unable to bear fruits. The number 
three in biblical numerology refers 
to completeness. With regards to 
the fig tree, it got the full attention it 
needed with all the enabling nutri-
ents. It is, therefore, crucial to know 
why the fig tree remained barren 
since it had all that it required.
The best way to discover what is 
happening to the tree is to exam-
ine its base and roots. The prob-
lem cannot be from the trunk, the 
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branches, and the leaves but the 
roots. For the roots of a tree to 
derive nourishment from the soil, 
they are expected to be open and 
receptive to what the soil provides.
It is evident that we are like the 
fig tree in the vineyard of God the 
Father. Here, we have an able gar-
dener; our Lord Jesus Christ who 
is constantly feeding us with the 
word of God and with His body 
and blood that nourish our souls. 
The challenge is our readiness to 
open our hearts to receive all that 
our Lord is offering and to use 
them for fruit bearing.
Moving Forward: Bearing the 
Lenten Fruit of Repentance
Among other things, the Lenten 
season invites us to true repen-
tance. The parable in the Gospel 
today sets out to show that God is 
giving us time to repent following 
the intervention of the gardener to 
allow the fig tree one more year.
Earlier in the Gospel, some people 
approach Jesus to tell him about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with the blood of 
the sacrifice. Responding to them, 
Jesus makes it clear that they are 
not greater sinners because of their 
tragic death nor are those who 
were killed by the tower at Siloam 
greater sinners. He concludes by 
saying to them, “If you do not 
repent, you will all perish as they 
did.”
Barrenness and the resultant fruit-

lessness are indications of sin. In 
the parable, our Lord is telling us 
to repent, or we risk elimination 
from the vineyard of the Lord. 
The Greek word in the narrative is 
metanoia, which means a change 
of heart. God is, therefore, asking 
us to change our heart through an 
intense and conscious renewal of 
our roots, not the decoration of the 
branches like the little boy did in 
our opening story to save the tree.
We need to return to God as the 
Israelites did after four hundred 
years of their slavery in Egypt, and 
God responded to them through 
Moses via the theophany of the 
burning bush as we saw in the First 
Reading (Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15). 
The burning bush shows the 
ever-present (I AM) burning love 
of God that is waiting for us this 
Lenten season. Our responsorial 
Psalm says, “The Lord is kind and 
merciful.” Yes, He is waiting for us 
to turn back and become fruitful 
and productive.
The tree had one year to become 
productive; we have had years 
ahead of us to achieve our meta-
noia and come out from the slavery 
of sin. Now we have a very fitting 
time to accomplish this and may 
we not allow it to elude us. God 
is interested in spiritual fruits, not 
in barren religious trees. May we 
move from barrenness to essential 
fruitfulness to the glory of God 
and for our salvation. Amen. 
God bless you.



Napoleon, Tolkien and Mercy
By Deacon Lawrence Klimecki
Napoleon’s Mercy
Napoleon Bonaparte is often portrayed as a violent man, 
a dictator alongside the likes of Hitler and Mussolini. But 
those who knew him, knew him to be a man of great 
compassion.
A certain General Lajolais of Napoleon’s army, was found 
guilty of conspiring against the state and sentenced to 
death. The general’s daughter managed to be in such a 
place, at such a time, that allowed her to throw herself at 
the feet of the emperor and beg for mercy.
Annoyed at this lapse in security, Napoleon attempted to 
walk around her but she held on to his knees refusing to 
let go. “Mercy! Sire! Mercy for my father!”
Finally, the emperor asked her, “What is the name of your 
father?”

“Lajolais,” she answered.
“Yes, I know him, but mademoiselle this is the second time 
your father has been found guilty of an attack upon the 
state. I cannot give him anything; he must face justice.”

“I know, Sire,” the young lady answered. “But the first time 
he was innocent and today, it is not justice I ask for, but 
mercy.”

“Why?” asked Napoleon, “what has he done to deserve 
mercy?”

“If he deserved it,” the daughter replied, “it would not be 
mercy.”

The Emperor, visibly touched, took the young girl’s hands 
in his own and in a broken voice said, “Yes, my child, I 
will grant mercy because of you.”

On Tabernacles and Genuflection
When and why...
Many Catholics over the last 50+ years have gotten used 
to having the tabernacle, the repose of the Eucharist that 
remains following Communion, housed in a side chapel 
or other designated room with a lighted candle outside to 
indicate Jesus’ presence. With the tabernacle largely out 
of sight, the faithful often forgot that any response to Je-
sus’ Eucharistic presence was required. Many have never 
known there was a requirement or have never even been 
to a church with a different configuration.
At the churches of Holy Family Parish, however, the tab-
ernacle has been returned to its original position behind 
the altar (except at St. Joseph, which has no tabernacle). 
Jesus’ Eucharistic presence behind the altar and in the 
sanctuary—the area around the altar in which the Sacri-
fice of the Mass takes place—calls for a different response 
from the faithful.
First, it should call us to a disposition of silent reverence 
and prayer as soon as we enter the main worship area of 
the church. Aside from the obvious consideration we owe 
to others who may be trying to pray, the presence directly 
in our midst of the Body and Blood, Soul and Divini-

ty of the God of the Universe demands at the minimum 
an outward disposition of reverence and respect. Normal 
conversations should be reserved for our gathering spaces 
before or after Mass.

Second, according to the General Instruction of the Ro-
man Missal/233, one is to genuflect whenever one passes 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament reposed in a taberna-
cle. People generally do this as they prepare to enter their 
pew before Mass, but if passing in front of the Sacrament 
prior to being seated, genuflecting is proper at that time. 
According to the same instruction, one is to bow as one 
passes in front of an altar, but the Eucharist always takes 
precedence over the altar. One would not merely bow if 
the Blessed Sacrament is present, but would also not need 
to bow nor genuflect if not passing in front of the altar or 
reposed Sacrament. Exceptions are also made for those 
entering the church and carrying articles in the proces-
sion to begin Mass—they need not bow nor genuflect. 
As well, those who pass in front of the Blessed Sacrament 
while carrying items (or who are physically unable) may 
also make a bow of the body instead of genuflecting.



Grace is a merciful gift from heaven, we cannot earn it or 
deserve it, and it is through Christ that God offers it to us.
The Fig Tree
The Gospel according to Luke tells of a fig tree that bore 
no fruit. After three years the owner of the orchard or-
dered the tree cut down. But the gardener interceded on 
behalf of the tree, showing it mercy. He offered to culti-
vate it and fertilize the ground around the tree in hopes 
that the tree would bear fruit in the future.
Like the fig tree in the parable, we are not cursed but we 
are running out of time to show that we are worth saving. 
It is not that God’s patience with us is limited, but it is 
we who are limited to our own lives. We have but a short 
span of time to bear fruit and avoid the gardener’s axe. 
We cannot hope to be paid wages if we are unproductive 
servants.
The gardener who intercedes on our behalf is Jesus, nour-
ishing and working the soil of our hearts, encouraging us 
to grow and bear good fruit. This is the grace and mercy 
that He offers to us.
Leaf by Niggle
In J.R.R. Tolkien’s purgatorial short story “Leaf by Nig-
gle,” Niggle is an artist working on a painting of a great 
tree that had started with a single wind-blown leaf. But 
he is constantly interrupted in his work by his neighbor, 
Parish, who needs help with one chore after another. In 
the end Niggle gives up his last chance to finish his paint-
ing for the sake of Parish.
Niggle is then called to embark on a long journey for 
which he is unprepared (his journey in the afterlife.) Be-
cause of his state he is sent to a workhouse (purgatory) 
where he is tasked with manual labor until he is com-
pletely exhausted. As he lay in bed, recovering, he hears 

voices talking about his “case.”
The first voice, described as “severe,” is in favor of keeping 
Niggle at the workhouse for some time yet. But a second 
voice “gentle, though it was not soft – it was a voice of 
authority, and sounded at once hopeful” argued in favor 
of Niggle being released to the next stage.

“I think you put it too strongly,” said the First Voice. “But 
you have the last word. It is your task, of course, to put the 
best interpretation on the facts. Sometimes they will bear 
it. What do you propose?”

“I think it is a case for a little gentle treatment now,” said 
the Second Voice.
Niggle felt the phrase “Gentle Treatment” sounded “like 
a load of rich gifts, and the summons to a King’s feast.”
It is through Christ that God extends to us His mercy, to 
give us the opportunity to avoid condemnation. The Lord 
invites us to use our gifts and talents worthily and He will 
sustain our efforts by His grace and mercy.
In the eyes of Jesus we are all equally at risk if we persist 
in sin. At any given time the tower could fall upon us 
or we could lose our lives to circumstances beyond our 
control. The danger is not from physical death, which is 
temporary; it is from spiritual death, which is eternal. To 
spare ourselves that fate we must respond to the offer of 
grace and work with Our Lord to bear fruitful lives. Then, 
like Niggle we may one day see the masterpiece of our 
lives completed and in full bloom.
“All the leaves he had ever labored at were there, as he had 
imagined them rather than as he had made them; and 
there were others that had only budded in his mind, and 
many that might have budded, if only he had had time.”  

– J.R.R. Tolkien, Leaf by Niggle
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Donations Received as of March 6 (Week 36)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s Snow

St. Elizabeth’s Snow
St. Mary’s Snow $60
St. Theresa’s 38 $605

Total 38 $665

Outside Donations $2,015
Year to Date Received $94,769
Goal $85,384
Ahead/Behind Goal +$9,385

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU!
St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $1,032

St. Michael, Glen Allen, VA: $983

Date Intention

3/19 SATURDAY
4pm St. Francis parishioners

6pm Margaret Shawver

3/20 SUNDAY

9am Dee Stanley U 
Charles Lavender U

11:30am Appalachian Twinning Ministry members

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS

MARCH 21: Amy Presley, Whitney White

ANNIVERSARIES

MARCH 23: Johnny & Francine Horn

Join us for Adoration and Stations of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 10am at St. Theresa’s followed by Mass!

DON’T FORGET TO COMPLETE YOUR SYNOD QUESTIONNAIRE
Bishop Knestout is asking for your personal input! This is a great opportunity to voice your concerns or suggestions 
about what you need from the Church to grow spiritually. Your questionnaires will remain confidential—we only ask 
that you reference which parish church you attend.   Copies were emailed last week and hard copies are available at 
each church entrance. 
Please return by Monday, March 21 .  The Synod committee will compose a report for each church to the diocese.  
Thank you for your participation!

PLEASE CONSIDER HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
The Appeal helps to empower the next generation, provide for those in need, and strengthen 
Catholic communities in many important ways.
The collective spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with this 
year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we collect, the more we receive back from the diocese.



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


